SAMPLE LETTER

Dear Senator:
As one of your constituents, I am writing to ask you to oppose any amendments to S. 3217, the Restoring American Financial Stability Act, which would expand the scope of the bill to the debit and credit card payment system.   

I rely on my credit card and debit card for everyday purchases and merchants benefit from that convenience; they don’t have to deal with cash or wait for a check to clear.  Current amendments to S. 3217, such as Amendments #3771 and 3769 filed by Senator Richard Durbin (D-IL), would allow merchants to interfere with consumer choice by arbitrarily varying the terms of card acceptance and threaten credit unions’ ability to offer debit and credit cards to their members.  These amendments would disrupt the card payment system, with the goal of reducing the merchants’ financial responsibility for the benefits received from the card payment system. 

If harmful card payment system legislation were to pass, my credit union may have to stop issuing credit or debit cards altogether.  The card payment system is working and should not be changed.

I urge you to oppose any amendments which would affect debit and credit card-issuing credit unions and the card payment system.
 

Sincerely,
